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“The review panel was convinced of the key role 
that funding from The Eve Appeal has played, 
and continues to play, in supporting the ambitious 
research programme. The charity can take credit 
for the elements it has funded in whole or in 
part and the manner in which its support has 
enabled the UCL Department of Women’s Cancer 
to be innovative and leverage further external 
funding. There is no doubt that this research is 
contributing to international understanding of 
gynaecological cancers and their management. It 
will have significant impacts. The Trustees of The 
Eve Appeal can be very satisfied with the return 
on the charity’s investments in the last 5 years.”
Sir John Pattison, Chair, Review Panel, 2014



The Trustees of The Eve Appeal sponsored the 
creation of an international panel to review the 
research supported in whole or in part by the 
charity during the period 2009-2014. Detailed 
documents were provided and during a day visit to 
UCL in early November 2014 discussion with the 
panel followed presentations by the researchers.

Research at the UCL Department of Women’s 
Cancer (DoWC) is in four sections, the 
Gynaecological Cancer Research Centre (GCRC), 
the Translational Research Centre, the Cancer 
Proteomics Group (CPG) and the Patient Care 
Research Group. 

The GCRC has continued trials of national and 
international significance in the field of screening 
for ovarian cancer. The eagerly awaited final results 
of the large general population trial are due in 2015 
but other trials have reported and had an impact. 
The biobank of clinical samples is an exceptional 
resource and has been made available for additional 
studies. The Eve Appeal has funded in whole or 
in part the projects undertaken by the GCRC. The 
return on investment has been substantial in both 
the financial sense and in the quality and extent of 
the research outputs.

During the last 5 years the Translational Research 
Centre has made progress in understanding 
epigenetic changes in early events in the 
development of cancer. The work lays the 
foundation for possible novel approaches to risk 
prediction and early detection. Two elegant studies 
funded by The Eve Appeal have been completed 
and early funding by the charity enabled the 
successful application for major EU funding for the 
ambitious EPIFEMCARE programme.

The CPG has continued to work on the discovery 
and validation of novel serum biomarkers. This is 
widely acknowledged to be a challenging field. 
Even so the panel could only conclude that progress 
had been modest at best and was disappointed that 
the research was not presented as part of the work 
of the DoWC. The provision of validated biomarkers 
for the PROMISE programme is not yet assured.

The Patient Care Research Group focuses on issues 
given high priority by women at risk of or diagnosed 
with a women’s cancer. A completed trial showed 
how to improve follow up of women after ovarian 
cancer treatment. In terms of capacity building 
the group provides a favourable environment for 
doctoral students. Again it was The Eve Appeal 
which gave seed corn funding that has enabled the 
success of the group in attracting significantly more 
external funding.

From the point of view of The Eve Appeal the 
PROMISE programme represents a departure from 
previous practice in two respects. First a substantial 
sum has been committed over a period of 5 years 
and second the programme is a collaboration 
between three UK and two US centres. The panel 
were assessing the programme at its mid point and 
were impressed by the quality of the researchers 
and the progress to date. It is highly likely that the 
programme will deliver useful results and it would 
have had to be much truncated were it not for The 
Eve Appeal funding. Seeking the best expertise 
available justifies the multi-centre nature of the 
programme.

Some research in the next quinquennium is 
assured by continuing programmes and projects. In 
addition there is an exciting vision and ambitious 
proposals for extension of the work on the 
hormone-dependent cancers. These are not yet 
fully resourced with decisions pending from grant 
giving bodies. The panel therefore suggests that 
consideration should be given to holding the next 
review in 3 years time.

The opinion of the panel concerning the work of 
the past 5 years is overwhelmingly positive. There 
is in no doubt that The Eve Appeal funding in its 
various forms has been central to the work. The 
multiplier effect of its seed corn grants is dramatic, 
other projects have been fully funded by the charity 
which, most recently, has become an equal partner 
with Cancer Research UK (CRUK) in funding a 
5-year multi-centre programme. Without doubt The 
Eve Appeal provides critically important support for 
research into women’s cancers.

Executive summary
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The aim of The Eve Appeal is to raise funds to 
support world-class research into gynaecological 
cancers so as to improve their detection and 
treatment. In 2009 an international panel 
reviewed the work of the Research Department of 
Gynaecological Cancer (RDGC) at the UCL Institute 
of Women’s Health. In its report the panel concluded 
that the research was of the highest standard both 
nationally and internationally and that the support 
from The Eve Appeal had been critically important 
to the success.

Five years later in 2014 the Trustees of The Eve 
Appeal felt it was timely to conduct another review. 
Much can change in 5 years and the Trustees 
wished to be re-assured about the quality of the 
research undertaken and the impact and added 
value of Eve Appeal funding. Accordingly an 
international panel was convened consisting of the 
following members:

l Professor Sir John Pattison, formerly Vice-Provost 
Biomedicine, University College London, UK. 
(standing left)

l Dr. Mark Clements, Senior Faculty Member, 
Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden.  
(standing right)

l Professor Cay Kielty, Professor of Medical 
Biochemistry, University of Manchester, UK  
(seated right)

l Professor Cathryn Lewis, Professor of Genetic 
Epidemiology and Statistics, Kings College London, 
UK. (seated centre)

l Professor Stephen Pennington, Professor of 
Proteomics, University College, Dublin, Ireland. 
(standing centre)

l Professor Helga Salvesen, Professor in Medicine, 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University of Bergen, 
Norway. (seated left)

In order to fulfil its remit for the Trustees of The 
Eve Appeal it was necessary for the panel to review 
the research conducted by the UCL Department of 
Women’s Cancer (as the RDGC is now called) as well 
as evaluating the major 5-year programme entitled 
PROMISE funded jointly by Cancer Research UK 
(CRUK) and The Eve Appeal as equal partners.

Prior to the review panel members were sent three 
extensive documents which should be referred to 
for full details of the work of the last 5 years. One 
summarises the work of the Department of Women’s 
Cancer, another similarly describes the PROMISE 
programme and a third provides a detailed list of the 
research outputs in the period 2009-2014. The panel 
convened for a preliminary meeting the evening 
before visiting UCL on November 3 2014. During 
that day leading members of the research teams 
gave presentations and responded to questions 
from the panel.

1. Introduction
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The Department of Women’s Cancer (DoWC).

During the period under review the research of the 
DoWC consisted of four established programmes 
namely clinical, translational, proteomics and 
nursing and patient care. Its strategy is to apply 
its research endeavours to increasing knowledge 
about carcinogenesis, developing risk prediction 
algorithms, devising methods of prevention and 
early diagnosis and understanding the impact on 
those affected by screening programmes or disease.

2.1 Gynaecological Cancer Research Centre.

This group enjoys a high reputation internationally 
for its work on ovarian cancer screening and this 
review can only re-iterate the high praise it gave to 
the work in the 2009 Review. Further screening of 
women in the general population (UKCTOCS) has 
resulted in hitting the intended target and a similar 
goal has been achieved for a study of screening in 
high-risk women (UKFOCSS). The results of the final 
analysis of the UKCTOCS are imminent and they 
are eagerly awaited internationally. However the 
results of UKFOCSS have been published recently in 
the Journal of Clinical Oncology and are influencing 
clinical practice. In addition the group has worked 
with international consortia to understand ovarian 
cancer better and to try to understand why survival 
varies between developed countries. The group has 
been a key component of a study to set benchmarks 
for gynaecological cancer surgery outcomes in the 
UK. The panel were also pleased to note work on 
women’s cancer in Uganda and India where, in both 
cases, the issue now is one of clinical application.

The results of the Genetic Cancer Prediction 
through Population Screening (GCaPPS) study have 
important implications for clinical practice among 
the high-risk population studied and the experience 
gained will be important in the application of the 
risk-prediction tools that result from the PROMISE 
programme.

The UK Ovarian Cancer Population Study (UKOPS) of 
samples from ovarian cancer cases and controls has 
made substantial contributions to the international 
Ovarian Cancer Action Consortium (OCAC). The 
UKOPS resource is being effectively used in a wide 
range of genetic, proteomic, epigenetic and clinical 
studies through OCAC and other collaborations. 
For the investigators this has enabled them to be 
involved in international studies and remain at the 
cutting edge of research in the field. The collection 
of samples from tumours other than ovarian 
increases the potential value of this biobank.

Overall the published output during the years 
2009-2012 has been prodigious consisting of 122 
publications with some in the highest quality 
journals such as the Journal of the National Cancer 
Institute and Nature Genetics. There have been 
numerous contributions, many by invitation, to 
conferences and meetings. The group has supported 
Abcodia a spin-out company aiming to discover 
novel biomarkers using the very valuable bank of 
biological samples collected as part of the large-
scale screening programmes.

In addition the UKFOCSS (jointly funded with 
CRUK), GCaPPS AND UKOPS projects have been 
wholly or partially funded by The Eve Appeal and 
the charity can again take considerable satisfaction 
from their success.

Some of the details of any future work will only 
become evident when the final results of UKCTOCS 
are available. In the meantime and for at least the 
next two years the clinical data and the repository of 
biological specimens carefully collected and curated 
by this group are a key element underpinning the 
PROMISE programme jointly funded by The Eve 
Appeal and CRUK (see below).

2.The Report



Evidence is accumulating that epigenetic changes 
are influenced by environmental factors and may 
be as important as specific gene mutations as 
drivers of carcinogenesis. A determined focus on 
deciphering the genomic-epigenetic-transcriptional 
regulation interplay, with emphasis on hormone 
dependent cancer is justified as it is likely to provide 
novel insights into regulatory circuits important 
in these cancers. Currently the team is focussing 
on DNA methylation studies but there is also 
an understanding that a much broader, holistic 
approach will ultimately be required.

During the period under review progress has been 
made by this group in the area of understanding 
some of the epigenetic changes in the early events 
of cancer development. The latter may yield novel 
approaches to risk prediction and early detection. 
Indeed epigenetic studies on the UKOPS specimens 
showed clear differences between tests and controls 
and between those with and without active disease.

Two excellent studies extending our understanding 
of disease development have been undertaken. 
The HAND2 molecule is a regulator of progesterone 
signals. The group have shown that methylation 
of the gene coding for HAND2 prohibits the action 
of the hormone which allows oestrogen-induced 
hyperplasia of the endometrium. Evidence was 
compiled from clinical samples and a genetically 
manipulated mouse model. In a second study 
results showed hypomethylation of two genes at 
the fimbrial end of the Fallopian tube (the end at 
risk of cancer) in carriers of BRCA1 and 2 but not in 
non-carriers. Both studies were funded by The Eve 
Appeal.

Epigenetic studies on samples from patients with 
Ca cervix and controls found differences which 
could allow a predictive algorithm to be developed. 
In the ambitious EPIFEMCARE programme more 
than 300 differentially methylated regions have 
been found in ovarian and breast cancer cases 
laying the foundation for developing and validating 
a blood-sample based assay. Studies will need 

to determine how any new test complements or 
substitutes for the established CA125 marker or 
any other biomarker emerging from the PROMISE 
programme.

The collaboration between Professors 
Widschwendter and Teschendorff (AT) has been 
very productive with the latter’s methodology giving 
important insights into the epigenetic mechanisms 
contributing to gynaecological cancers. The panel 
hopes the stimulating collaboration will continue 
despite AT now being based in Shanghai. The Eve 
Appeal may wish to consider how to facilitate this 
collaboration, for example through studentships or 
travel bursaries.
 
During the period under review staff of the centre 
have published a substantial number of papers 
some in the highest quality journals such as Nature 
and the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences of the USA. At the same time Professor 
Widschwendter has been much in demand as an 
expert reviewer and has been an invited speaker on 
many occasions.

The translation of epigenetic approaches into 
clinical use is still at an early stage but as with 
the clinical group above The Eve Appeal can take 
great satisfaction from progress to date. Early 
funding from The Eve Appeal was critical in the 
establishment of the group and was helpful in 
contributing to the successful application for major 
EU funding for EPIFEMCARE again illustrating a 
major multiplier effect. 

At the time of the review other funding is being 
sought to reinforce this research programme most 
notably in relation to the FORECEE proposal to 
investigate whether routinely collected cervical 
cytology samples can be used to predict other 
female cancers. The panel understands funding 
from The Eve Appeal has been agreed conditional 
upon a success in obtaining a grant from the EU 
Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme.

3. Translational Research Centre
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Over the years the DoWC and The Eve Appeal have 
made a significant commitment to the discovery 
and validation of blood-based protein biomarkers 
for screening and early detection of ovarian cancer 
and the Cancer Proteomics Group (CPG) is one 
of the four existing pillars of the Department’s 
activity. The CPG is a small team with expertise 
and instrumentation to support mass spectrometry-
based protein expression analysis and is integrated 
with expertise in statistics and algorithm 
development.

It is widely recognised that serum protein biomarker 
discovery and validation is extremely challenging 
and there have been many excellent analyses 
of why this is the case and why so few effective 
protein biomarkers have emerged from proteomics. 
The use of poor samples for discovery and a 
fragmented path from discovery to clinical assay 
development and implementation are recognised as 
key issues. In the current context the first of these 
is negated by the availability of a superb biobank 
consisting of large numbers of well-curated samples 
obtained as part of outstanding clinical studies. This 
presents an almost unique opportunity to achieve 
significant progress.

The Report of the last quinquennial review 
recommended that the team focussed on the 
delivery of one or two useful novel biomarkers 
using the UKCTOCS biobank. The panel were 
disappointed the progress made in biomarker 
discovery was not presented as an element of 
the Department’s work during the past 5 years 
especially since the titles of the two papers in press 
suggest that key developments have taken place, 
at least in a model system. Instead it formed part 
of the PROMISE presentation which is discussed 
in more detail below and for which the proteomics 
capability now includes the combined expertise at 
both UCL and at the University of Manchester.

The progress of the CPG over the last 5 years, 
specifically in the area of biomarkers for ovarian 
cancer has at best been modest and the existing 
timelines for delivery of protein biomarkers to 
incorporate into algorithm development under the 
PROMISE banner seem ambitious and the panel felt 
they are unlikely to be achieved.

4.Cancer Proteomics Group



This relatively small group was set up in 2008 
with the overall aim of improving the quality of 
life and reducing suffering for women at risk of or 
diagnosed with a women’s cancer. The group is 
multidisciplinary and values collaborative working. 
It focusses its work on the issues given high priority 
by the women themselves. Thus there are three 
strands of work namely Diet, nutrition and lifestyle; 
Relief and improved palliation of symptoms; and 
Psychosexual recovery after treatment.

There have been two major achievements during 
the review period. The first is the completion of a 
randomised-controlled trial of individualised versus 
conventional medical follow up of women after 
primary treatment for ovarian cancer. The results 
showed that the individualised approach was cost 
effective and improved quality of life and delayed 
symptomatic relapse. This provides an important 
input to the UK Cancer Survival Initiative.

The second substantial achievement is in capacity 
building. In general there is still too little nursing 
and midwifery input into clinical research. The 
Patient Care Research Group has been awarded a 
major grant for capacity building and has clearly 
created a favourable environment for doctoral 
students.

A significant body of published work by the group 
is building up and its reputation is spreading both 
nationally and internationally. Success in obtaining 
a major grant from the National Institute of Health 
Research to study ways of improving sexual 
function after treatment for gynaecological cancer 
(the SAFFRON project) is testament to this.

Once again The Eve Appeal can take considerable 
satisfaction from the fact that it made the earliest 
contribution to funding (£40k) which in itself led 
to the successful trial described above and set the 
group on the the road to raising grant income in 
excess of £1million.

5. Patient Care Research Group
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At the end of the period under review the Predicting 
Risk of Ovarian Malignancy, Improving Screening 
and Early Diagnosis (PROMISE) programme 
is just over half way through. The aim of the 
programme is self evident in the title and in its 
own words “PROMISE was conceived to address 
the challenge of effectively translating advances in 
risk stratification, screening and early detection for 
ovarian cancer into population-based interventions.” 
The programme represents the logical extension 
of earlier work which, inter alia, has assembled 
expertise, experience and banked samples that 
provide a unique foundation.

PROMISE consists of two themes and three 
workstreams which dovetail over the 5 years of 
the programme to deliver in the final 2 years a 
population-based feasibility study of the application 
of models and algorithms developed in the earlier 
years.

At the end of year 3 the Risk Stratification theme 
is on schedule. An algorithm, incorporating low 
penetrance genes and additional life style factors 
for the comprehensive assessment of risk in families 
with a history of ovarian cancer has been developed 
and shown to be better than BOADICEA which 
relies heavily on BRCA 1 and 2 status. The Health 
Behaviour workstream has been successful in 
investigating and reporting on positive findings 
concerning women’s attitude to ovarian cancer 
genetic screening and, on balance, genetic 
screening in general.

The Early Detection and Diagnosis theme has 
also made some progress as it seeks to develop a 
Multiple Marker Risk Of Ovarian Cancer (MMROCA) 
to detect and monitor any development of the 
tumour. In this context the proteomics work has 
explored and developed various proteomic platforms 
and an updated discovery strategy. Some evidence 
was presented showing that both the UCL and 
Manchester centres are contributing candidate 
biomarkers. However it seems that validation 

assays have not been developed and little if any 
initial validation work undertaken. Whilst it is 
clear that the two collaborating teams have great 
expertise and platform capability the panel gained 
the impression that there was only modest (albeit 
positive) communication between them and little 
evidence of a clearly defined strategy for the 
validation of existing candidates and any new 
ones that might emerge. (The panel also noted 
that other collaborative studies have been initiated 
with world-renowned groups searching for ovarian 
cancer biomarkers).

There are three complementary teams (UCL, 
Cambridge and Boston) working on algorithm 
development and all were well represented at the 
meeting. It was pleasing to learn of the diversity 
of methods being developed by a strong group of 
biostatisticians and computer scientists within a 
positive collegial environment. Progress has already 
been made in developing Multiple Marker Risk of 
Ovarian Cancer (MMROCA)and Method of Mean 
Derivative (MMD) algorithms to detect and monitor 
any tumour development. One challenge for the 
future will be the development of an integrated 
algorithm combining the future risk prediction 
algorithm for high risk families with the two early 
detection algorithms.

With the possible exception of proteomics the 
programme has a clear work programme for the 
final 2 years and should have reached or be very 
close to its target by the end of 2016. PROMISE 
is a multi centre programme involving centres in 
the UK and the USA, which the panel believes is a 
strength since there is important expertise at each 
location. There have been numerous oral and poster 
presentations of the work and key publications are 
beginning to appear. The programme would not  
be possible without the funds from The Eve Appeal 
matching those from CRUK so both will be able 
to take equal satisfaction from any results and 
improvements in patient care  
that emerge.

6. PROMISE



The work programme for the next 2-3 years seems 
clear. During this period exciting outputs from and 
inputs into the research are possible. The final 
results of the UKCTOCS trial will made public in 
the Spring of 2015. There are a range of possible 
outcomes which, at one extreme, would require 
programmes to implement new approaches to 
screening and, at the other extreme, would indicate 
that further work should await new advances 
in science or technology. No matter where the 
results come on this spectrum, the outcome of this 
trial is of undoubted importance nationally and 
internationally. Furthermore the bank of samples 
now being curated by Abcodia will continue to be 
an important collection of interest to any group 
working on cancers in women.

PROMISE will come to the end of its 5 year 
programme in the Autumn of 2016 and the panel 
felt that key targets would be met allowing some 
conclusions to be drawn, even if the relatively 
high-risk discovery element of the programme did 
not deliver new and useful biomarkers. Again the 
nature of subsequent projects or programmes will 
be dependent upon the results.

The work of two of the research groups in the 
DoWC, the Cancer Proteomics Group and the 
Patient Care Research Group is currently focussed 
on the PROMISE programme. The Panel has 
expressed reservations about the likelihood of 
proteomics delivering important new markers but 
would support the continuation of the effort for 
the next 2 years. Any support thereafter should be 
contingent upon results. The PROMISE related work 
of the Patient Care Research Group is an important 
element and the overall results of the programme 
are likely to suggest further work for the group.

Professor Widschwendter presented his vision of an 
integrated approach to Women’s Cancer. His holistic 
model requires integration at four levels: systemic 
(especially hormonal), life-course, molecular and 
multidisciplinary-team based. The aim is to define 
and target both cell-autonomous and cell non-
autonomous mechanisms. The panel felt pursuing 
this holistic model is very innovative and ambitious. 
It is hugely important and should be supported.

In clinical terms the focus is on the hormone-
dependent cancers and the power of DNA 
methylation variations to inform underlying 
biology and predict risk, progress and clinical 
management. The panel believes this focus to be 
justified at this stage (though the lack of mention 
of histone modification was surprising) but even 
with such focus considerable resources will be 
required. In addition to the extra resources listed 
in the Review document the panel felt that the 
group would benefit from further epithelial cell and 
epithelial-stromal cell biology expertise, perhaps 
through collaborative links at UCL or elsewhere, 
and linkage to a CRUK Drug Discovery Unit as novel 
targets appear. In summary the panel concluded 
that further strategic planning might be needed to 
deliver the ambitious analyses.

In the meeting with the Director of the Institute 
of Women’s Health and the Dean of the Faculty of 
Population Health Sciences it became clear that 
both are supportive of Professor Widschwendter 
and are excited by his vision. However throughout 
UCL extra resources for any programme can only 
come from outside income, a compelling business 
case and/or collaboration with existing groups. 
With this in mind a full proposal for a grant of €9m 
for the FORECEE project has been lodged with the 
EU Horizon 2020 programme and the outcome is 
awaited. We understand success with the EU would 
trigger €1m support from The Eve Appeal and this 
would be a further example of the desired multiplier 
effect of joint funding. Another major proposal this 
time for the Wellcome Trust and/or the EU for an 
additional programme is envisaged.

Predicting anything beyond 3 years hence is 
impossible especially since key results will only 
become available in the next year or two. For this 
reason the panel recommends that the trustees 
of The Eve Appeal give consideration to having a 
review (perhaps lighter touch than the current one) 
at the end of 2017.

7. The Future
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The opinion of the panel concerning the work of the 
past 5 years is overwhelmingly positive. The written 
material made available, the day of presentations, 
the grants awarded and the published output are 
all testament to the quality of the research done 
centred on the Department of Women’s Cancer at 
UCL. Funds are still made available to this core unit 
but in recent years collaborations with other centres 
have been supported. The panel believes this to be 
a logical development necessary to ensure that the 
best expertise is brought to bear on the research.

Eve Appeal funding in its various forms has been 
central to the work. More than 5 years ago its seed 
corn grants enabled the start of some of the work 
which was subsequently able to attract larger sums. 
The multiplier effect is dramatic in some cases and 
any organisation or individual would be delighted 
with the return on investment. In other instances 
The Eve Appeal has wholly funded smaller studies 
which have been natural spin-offs from the main 
study.

Most recently The Eve Appeal has matched the 
major funding from CRUK. Without this joint support 
the PROMISE programme would have been much 
truncated. The joint funding supports groups in 
Cambridge, Manchester and Boston as well as UCL 
and the presentations convinced the panel of the 
success of these collaborations.

As always the key question is: what difference 
has the research made to the prevention of disease 
or the management of those at risk or with the 
disease. It is not common for a single study to have 
an impact but the panel believes that The Eve 
Appeal/CRUK funded UKFOCSS study is one such. 
Results from the culmination of other large scale 
work are still to come though there is a reasonable 
expectation that they will make a key contribution. 
Work which aims to elucidate the pathophysiology 
of disease will take longer to feed through to patient 
care but such work is essential in an area in which 
current therapies are limited and presentation with 
late-stage disease is frequent.

There are challenges ahead. The groups within the 
Department of Women’s Cancer at UCL are small. 
Increasing their size with in-house appointments 
will be very difficult and securing external grants is 
very competitive. Fund raising in the charity sector 
is no easier. Accordingly there are very likely to be 
difficult decisions to be faced in 2 or 3 years time but 
in the meantime it is the view of the panel that The 
Eve Appeal is to be congratulated on the stimulus it 
has provided and continues to provide to research 
into women’s cancers.

8. Conclusions



The panel wishes to record its thanks to staff at 
both The Eve Appeal headquarters (especially 
Kath Backhouse and Becca Braithwaite) and at 
UCL (especially Professor Widschwendter and Julie 
Bennett) for all their endeavours which ensured 
that the Review ran smoothly and was, for panel 
members, a pleasurable and informative experience.
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The Eve Appeal was set up in 2002 to save women’s 
lives by funding ground-breaking research focussed on 
developing effective methods of prediction, detection, 
treatment and care of gynaecological cancers.

The Eve Appeal has grown and developed in parallel 
with the Department of Women’s Cancer at University 
College London (UCL) and has played a crucial role in 
providing seed funding, core infrastructure funding 
and project funding in addition to campaigning to raise 
awareness of women-specific cancers. Much work 
remains to be done and the kind of support provided by 
The Eve Appeal is vital in funding targeted research 
where it can save the most lives.

The world-leading research that we fund is complicated 
and challenging but our vision is simple: A future 
where fewer women develop and more women survive 
gynaecological cancers.

Women-only Cancers

l There are five gynaecological cancers – ovarian, 
cervical, womb, vulval and vaginal. Together, these 
cancers are the world’s fourth largest cancer killer  
of women.

l Globally there are around one million new cases  
a year and just under 500,000 women die – just 28,000 
fewer than die with breast cancer.

l In the UK there are 20,000 new cases of 
gynaecological cancer per year and 7,600 deaths. This 
equates to 55 women per day receiving the agonising 
news of a diagnosis of a gynaecological cancer and 21 
families organising a funeral for a woman they love.

Despite these stark statistics, gynaecological cancer 
remains an under-funded and under-profiled cause.  
The Eve Appeal is determined to change this.
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